
Uniform Principles
At Clonard we strive to foster a safe, inclusive, respectful, and impactful learning environment to which all 
students feel a strong sense of connection, belonging and purpose. Our uniform and our uniform policies 
have been designed to contribute to and enhance these important aspirations. This document outlines the 
principles that inform our uniform policy design and implementation.

Promotes Belonging and Connection
Wearing our uniform creates a visual connection amongst us all. By dressing in uniform we can quickly identity as 
belonging to the Clonard community. Uniform enhances our sense of identity and gives us a sense of equality.
 

Improves Focus
Uniforms allow our students to focus on the core purpose of school – learning. By removing the distractions and 
comparison that can come with casual clothes, students are free to focus on their learning.  

Focus on character development
The uniform creates a level playing field for all our students meaning that the feedback they get from each other will 
be based more on the quality of their contributions to the learning and social environment than what they wear. 

Promotes understanding of dressing for purpose and place
Understanding the norms around different places, times and events is an important and learnt skill. Our two uniform 
categories, Academic and Sports, provide students with the options to prepare their mindset for academic focus and 
formal school occasions as well as physical and extra-curricular activity.  

Better economics and better for the environment
Having a uniform reduces the pressure to continually spend money updating casual wardrobes. This both saves fam-
ilies money and reduces the landfill created by fast fashion. Uniform items will get many hundreds of wears bringing 
down the cost per wear making them the sustainable option.

Promotes Safety
Our uniform and our uniform policies are designed to keep our students safe. 
 - Sports uniform is designed to allow for safe and strenuous activity – hence athletic shoes with appropriate  
   levels of support and stability are required.
 - Hats are required for use during Physical Education classed during terms 1 and 4 to reduce sun exposure.
 - Piercings are required to be small in size and to be only worn in the lower lobe to reduce the potential of  
   being caught in equipment.
 - Hair is required to be tied back to reduce the likelihood of hair lice being spread throughout the school. 

Cultural and Religious Diversity
Clonard is an inclusive school and seeks to provide a supportive and welcoming environment to all our students 
regardless of race or diversity. When considering items of uniform and uniform policies it is important to us that we 
cater for and help all our students feel included and valued.


