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Need to update your details? 
Too easy - we now have an easy online form if you ever need to  
make a change to your contact details.  
Visit clonard.vic.edu.au - Portals - Old Collegian and Update your details.  
Or use the following link: https://tinyurl.com/2v5u5cmw 
 
 

Follow us online: 
Never miss a beat, follow us on Facebook, Twitter or Instagram 
to be part of our interactive community and stay in the loop with 
what is happening! 
 

 
 
Welcome to the 2020 edition of Crosslinks. 
 
 
Better late than never! Having had to postpone our 2020 Reunion, we wanted to stop the press on this edition of Crosslinks until we 
had the opportunity to capture the fun and excitement of the 2020/2021 Reunion! Thanks for all those who attended.  
Due to the double up we hosted a record crowd of Old Collegians back at Clonard. 
 
We hope you enjoy reading the stories of your fellow classmates in this digital edition. In our commitment to a sustainable future, 
we have decided not to send out hard copies this year, however, if you prefer a hard copy please don’t hesitate to let us know and 
we will get one to you! Just click the link and fill in your details: https://tinyurl.com/3ma2x39z  
 
Please don’t forget to send in any news or stories you’d like to share with our Old Collegian community.  
Just email: community@clonard.vic.edu.au 
 
Sincerely yours,  
The Community Relations Team 
 
Dean Williams, Assistant Principal, Daily Organiser  
Lisa Armstrong-Rowe, Community Relations Leader and Old Collegian - Class of 1985 
Andrea Power, Media and Communications 
Yvonne Gdak, Stewardship Council Representative and former Clonard parent 
Bridey Sanders, Stewardship Council Representative and Old Collegian - Class of 2009 
Helen St John, Old Collegian - Class of 1976 
Ailie Malthouse, Old Collegian - Class of 2002 
Fiona Hassell, Old Collegian - Class of 2004 
Jenny Battye, Database Co-ordinator and former Clonard parent 
Gabrielle Rogers, Database Assistant and Old Collegian - Class of 2004

http://clonard.vic.edu.au
https://tinyurl.com/2v5u5cmw
https://tinyurl.com/3ma2x39z


PRINCIPAL
All of us have been to school which means 
that we all have our own mental models 
of what ‘school‘ looks like - routines, 
timetables, subjects, uniforms, sports, 
athletics carnivals, productions, debating, 
camps, excursions, friends. Not this year. 
This year as we navigated our way through 
the COVID-19 global pandemic we have 
reimagined all that a school can be. We have 
been agile, responsive and courageous. We 
have been learners and innovators. And 
to be successful, we had to partner with 
students, teachers and families like never 
before. We were truly #inthistogether. 
And for that, I will be forever grateful. 

On 13 March, we were scrambling to make 
changes to our plans for Open Day to be 
held later that afternoon. From that day 
on, not just as a school but as families and 
the community, our lives were punctuated 
by press conferences and news bulletins 
where we would wait to learn the new 
changes we would need to implement into 
our daily lives. Hand sanitising and social 
distancing became our new normal and 
masks became a new ‘mandated’ accessory. 

Everything that gave us certainty about school 
was gone when on 22 March, the premier 
announced that we were all going home to 
learn remotely to keep our community safe.   

Our staff and students are to be commended 
for the manner in which they adopted and 
adapted to remote learning so quickly. Our 
awesome IT team had prepared early and 
with great foresight had us ready to go with 
Microsoft Teams so that we could stay ‘live’ 
with our classes and our College Leaders had 
a clear plan to support staff to be successful. 
 
The openness and professionalism of the 
staff to embrace this new technology and 
way of learning, supporting each other and 
ensure we could provide the best possible 
learning continuity to our students during 
this time was truly inspirational. I know that 
for many of them it came at a great personal 
cost as they supported the learning of their 
own children while delivering classes online.  
 
I also want to commend many of our non 
teaching staff who also had to reskill and 
turn their hands to improvement projects 
around the buildings and grounds in our 
College. They too showed the Clonard spirit.
 
Remote learning at Clonard was so much 
more that just classes. Our Student Leaders 
initiated Clonard Chronicles which connected 
and motivated the student population.  
 

Without events to host and coordinate 
Student Leaders turned their efforts and 
energy to other school improvement 
ideas. They became advocates for student 
voice in providing feedback to staff about 
what was working and what needed 
improving in the online learning space. 
This feedback was presented to teaching 
staff several times throughout the year.  
 
Students told us that they noticed how 
much more independent they were 
becoming and how they were able to 
take responsibility for their learning in 
ways they had not experienced before. 

Our students also lead a revision of our sports 
uniform based on their needs. A further 
highlight was our students hosting an online 
workshop with a panel of Old Collegians, 
who joined us virtually from locations both 
nationally and internationally. This had never 
been done before and was such a wonderful 
opportunity to tap into the wisdom of 
these extraordinary and successful women. 

The virtual space became a canvas for 
creatively exploring other new initiatives 
such as memories of our history in 
‘Throwback Thursday’ social media posts 
and the introduction of the Old Collegian 
Career Profiles. We are so excited about 
the increased connection with our Old 
Collegians. We received over 100 letters 
from them to present to our Year 12 
students when they returned from remote 
learning for their last weeks of school. 

Our new Wellbeing 2020+ framework was 
introduced this year with a new timetable, 
connection to a Wellbeing Teacher and a 
new Wellbeing Curriculum. If ever the skills 
and strategies for positive Wellbeing were 
going to be needed and put to the test – 
this was going to be the year. In the first 6 
months of 2020 Geelong was saddened by 
the deaths of 5 young people. This touched 
us intimately and reminded us so powerfully 
of the importance of listening, reaching out, 
and seeking support.  Our resilience was 
tested again when we experienced the direct 
impact of COVID-19 in our own community.  
 
During this time, we showed fortitude, 
compassion, patience, courage and above 
all hope. And we got through. Through 
our wellbeing curriculum, learning about 
gratitude, self care, mindfulness, mindsets 
and character strengths have supported 
us during this challenging year. I think 
appreciation and gratitude have been 
hallmarks of this year. We have all come 
to appreciate the small things that we 

have overlooked in our previous busy, 
overscheduled, frantic lives. We know 
that this year has generated a whole 
new respect for teachers and all that 
they do. Schools have also been elevated 
for the critical role they play in society.  
 
We have also learned to appreciate 
our ‘common home’. Ecological justice 
and sustainability have always been an 
important part of our social justice stance 
at Clonard. Maybe with less traffic and 
more walking, more listening and less 
talking we have learned to tread a little 
more gently on the earth and come to 
appreciate the rhythm of the seasons.  

Our focus on ‘Justice’ almost became 
overshadowed with the demands of all 
things COVID. John 10:10 tells us that 
Jesus came so that all may have life and 
have it to the full. We know that there are 
members of our College and our community 
who are still waiting to experience the 
fullness of life –aboriginal people, asylum 
seekers and refugees, LGBTI+ and women. 
Through our virtual staff Spirituality Day 
in August, National Reconciliation Week 
and the actions of our Student Social 
Justice Team we ensured we have listened 
to voices, explored stories and brought 
the needs of the marginalized to the fore.    

Amidst this global pandemic we managed 
to carry out our full School Review 
which included VRQA and Child Safe 
Compliance as well as a review against 
the Catholic Education Melbourne School 
Improvement Framework. Our Stewardship 
Council also commenced the beginning 
of a new Master Planning process to 
ensure the College facilities meet the 
needs of our community into the future. 

No-one teaches you when you are training 
to become a teacher how to lead in a 
global pandemic. There was no rule 
book. So many days we had to make a 
call, back ourselves and trust this was the 
right decision. I was so grateful for the 
wisdom and experience of the College 
Leadership Team throughout this year. 

What kept us on track was the compass 
of our core values – courage, hospitality, 
justice, compassion, wonder and above 
all hope. Schools were never built to be 
silent. Let us always appreciate the utter 
joy of young voices, seeing faces in person, 
and the power of human connection. 
 
Luci Quinn, Principal 



 



CLASS OF 197O
In 1965 Anita and I commenced our 
senior education at Clonard, we both 
came across from Our Lady’s. 
 
Anita and I had the privilege of visiting 
Clonard in November 2019 at the 
invitation of Dean Williams and Sister 
Geraldine Sheedy.  Searching through 
boxes of old photos and memorabilia 
took us on a journey back in time.  
Walking through the grounds of the 
college and viewing the enormous 
changes and progress since our days 
as students over the past 50 years, was 
nothing short of amazing.  The biggest 
impact was the wonderful state of the 
art library students today have the 
privilege of enjoying.  In our day we 
didn’t have the luxury of a school library. 
 
Both of us enjoyed English and History. 
Regarding sport, my passion was 
softball while Anita proved to be a good 
swimmer and became the school’s 
netball umpire. Softball was played at 
lunch time in what was back then in an 
open area just inside the front gates off 
to the right. 
 
I left Clonard at the end of form 4 
(year 10) in 1969. The following year 
I completed a Secretarial Course at 
Merindol Secretarial College, which 
was located in in Malop Street Geelong.  
Back then this was focussed on typing 
and shorthand. The employment 
climate was very different in that era – I 
was successful with 3 positions I applied 
for, and as a result I accepted the 
position at Ambulance Victoria in the 
office.  I worked there for a few years.  
Then I married and had my 3 beautiful 
children. 
 
Moving forward a few more years, I 
decided to return to study.  My 3 children 
at that stage were in secondary school.  
I attended the Gordon for 2 years which 
inspired me to strive further.  

 In 1990 I commenced study at Footscray 
Tafe, driving back and forth from 
Geelong to Melbourne, while working 
partime.  I received my ‘Associate 
Diploma in Social Science’ in 1994, 
gaining employment the following 
year with the Dept. of Human Services 
where I worked for 12 years, gaining a 
promotion in this time before I retired.

Anita and I still remain friends today.  
Our wonderful relationship has spanned 
56 years!  My most treasured memories 
are of our overseas trip together in 
Europe a few years ago, and closer to 
home the many coffee catch-ups we 
have shared, and I dare say will continue 
to enjoy for many years to come.

If I can offer any advice to those young 
ladies completing their secondary 
education it is this –

Don’t sell yourself short of your life 
goals and ambitions –
Strive for what you want,
no matter what stage you are in life.

Anita’s story....
I recall stockings, hats, gloves and blazer 
from my Clonard days!  Hot summer 
school days were most unpleasant!  

I became the school’s official netball 
umpire and loved when I was called out 
of class to umpire!  We girls were bused 
to Melbourne schools for netball games 
and had most enjoyable days out. We 
loved having a school day off!

Many friendships were made and 
continue on till this day. 
I completed year 10 in 1969 and worked 
at Myer for 12 months before starting 
nursing at Geelong Hospital in 1971.  I 
had many nursing positions over the 
years, in Melbourne and Geelong. 
My most memorable managing the 
Geelong Immunisation for many years.  
I was also the “nit nurse” for several 
years.

I married in 1976 and have 3 sons.

Our School year celebrated 50 years 
together in February 2020 at Mt Duneed 
Estate. All 21 of us enjoyed a wonderful 
day together, and were so lucky to get 
together before the Covid lockdown.  
Many stories were shared amongst 
us reminiscing school days. Most of 
us having been at Our Lady’s together 
since prep so it was very special to catch 
up again. 

Sharing 56 years of friendship with 
Cheryl is certainly pretty special and I 
look forward to many more!

Good luck to you all,
Cheryl Picone & Anita Jones (Finn) 



 1964: AnitA And Cheryl  2012: AnitA And Cheryl  2020: AnitA And Cheryl

1965: Cheryl PiCone, Form 11969: AnitA Finn, Form 5

 2012: AnitA And Cheryl



CLASS OF 1970 (Photo taken in 2017): 
Leonie Hodgson, Christine Jones, Ann-Maree Sells, Kerry Balkin 
Maree Bates  
Cheryl Picone, Anita Jones, Patricia Myers

FORM 5 1969: 
Mary Bates, Ann-Maree Sells, Mariana Iskra, Marie Cook, Kerry Balkin, Jennifer Bowtell, Leonie Hodgson, Christine Jones, Lucy Fuik, 
Paula Woodmansey 
 
Patricia Myers, Mary Carey, Gabrielle McMahon, Carmel Walsh, Leanne Burt, Julie Powell, Elizabeth Kelly, Angela Oraniuk, Rosa Sgro, 
Margaret Letizia, Christine Russell 
 
Karen Gallagher, Maria Vanjek, Lynette Wall, Maureen McManus, Theresa Augustyn, Ann Sexton, Mary Fitzgerald, Anita Jones



VirGiniA & eileen moore 
reUnion 2021

FORM 6 1970: 
Karen Gallagher (Bayliss), Margaret Letizia, Mary Bates (Mayfield), Rosanne O’Keefe, 
Marianna Iskra (Bratych), Leonie Hodgson (Burke), Maria Vanjek, Mary Fitzgerald 
(Hundt)
 
Carmel Walsh, Patricia Myers (Pearce), Leanne Burt (Mills-Deceased), Julie Powell 
(Murnane) Elizabeth Kelly, Kristine Penny 

CLASS OF 1970 (Photo taken in 2012): 
Christine Jones (Malkin), Mary Bates (Mayfield, Karen Gallagher (Bayliss), Anita Jones 
(Finn), Gabrielle McMahon (Boyle), Julie Powell (Murnane), Mary Fitzgerald (Hundt), 
Cheryl Picone, Patricia Brunt (Young), Kerry Balkin-Flanagan, Leonie Hodgson (Bourke), 
 
Virginia Moore

CLASS OF 1970 (Photo taken in 2013): 
Christine Jones, Mary Bates, Karen Gallagher,  Anita Jones, Gabrielle McMahon, Julie Powell, Mary Fitzgerald, 
Cheryl Picone, Patricia Brunt, Kerry Balkin, Leonie Hodgson. Seated:  Virginia Moore 



THROWBACK THURSDAY
Are you following us? 
Take a trip down memory lane with us every Thursday on our social media channels.



 
If you have something you’d like to share message our Facebook/Instagram page please get in 
touch: community@clonard.vic.edu.au



CLASS OF 198O
I’m Helen Hardie (Bellew).  A country 
girl, the second eldest of five children, 
our family lived in North Geelong for 
many years where I either caught the 
bus or rode my bike to school, (the grey 
school blazer and gloves had to stay on 
but the hat could be removed).   I left 
Clonard College at the end of Form 
11 to attend the Gordon Tech for a 
12 months Business Studies course.   

After leaving school, my first full time 
job was in Admin, Pathology Dept in The 
Geelong Hospital which kept me busy for 
10 years.  Then I moved to Melbourne to 
work at St. Vincent’s Hospital Pathology 
in Fitzroy once again in an admin role. 

While on holiday in Ireland,  I met a 
Sydney man who l later moved to be 
with, married and had three children 
(the oldest turned 21 this week).  
Sydney had plenty of part time work 
opportunities, another Pathology 
Laboratory and later aged care working 
the community which was very rewarding. 

My favourite sport is social tennis which 
I still play weekly but after a fall on the 
court and a busted shoulder, my aged 
care career came to an abrupt end. 

Sydney Catholic Schools is my current 
employer as a Learning Support 
Officer in local primary schools in the 
St. George area.  Working along side 
so many talented classroom teachers, 
with special children who try so hard 
to be the best they can be, gives me 
extreme job satisfaction although 
can be exhausting. Some days you 
can find me in the school office. 
I have fond memories of Sister 
Pauline, Mrs. Fogarty, Mr. Turner, 
Mother Lelia and many classmates 

while under the strong leadership of 
Sister Maureen. The school was two 
stream, sport was conducted over 
the back fence, “Go Finian” and the 
Brigidine Interschool Sports was held 
at the Olympic Park in Melbourne.  
At the time, my sport was Javelin. 

I am so proud of my sister Joanne who 
graduated later in 1988 and now her 
daughter Lillian Taylor is in Year 7 at 
Clonard. I look forward to Crosslinks 
and Facebook blurbs and laugh along 
with the stories retold by many familiar 
faces.  Wishing you all a full 2021 and 
look forward to catching up one day. 
 
- Helen Hardie, Class of 1980.



helen hArdielilliAn tAylor, yeAr 7 2021 lilliAn And JoAnne



CLASS OF 1980 (Reunion 2021):  
Jenny Walker, Cathy Sadler, Ksenija Markov, Silvana Matarazzo, Michelle Buckley, Jolanta Jablonska



1980 STAFF: 
Mrs H Wood, Mr R Turner, Mr G Frances, Mrs S Reicha, Mr R Wilson 
 
Mrs C Moylan, Mrs L McGregor, Mrs J Everist, Mr W Teggelove, Mrs R Barrow, Mr B Grubb, Mrs K Fogarty, Miss M Phelan 
 
Miss M Debrincat, Mrs D Nisbet, Sr Marita, Mrs I Ainsworth, Mrs S Chalmers, Sr Pauline, Mrs M Walker, Mrs A Diver, Mrs E Hallowes 
 
Mrs H Haeberle, Mrs K Lolait, Mrs H Henry, Sr Helen, Mr R Flavell, Mrs B Pearson, Mrs M Scott, Mrs R Hill



FACES OF CLONARD
Faces of Clonard      //      Mr Michael McCallum
Mr McCallum is a familiar face for most after having spent 15 
years teaching at Clonard and holding numerous positions 
including VCE and Year 12 Coordinator. Currently, Mr McCallum 
is the College’s Timetable Administrator, undertaking the 
complex task of creating timetables for all students and staff 
based on subject selections and teaching allotments.

 
Mr McCallum’s passion for the Humanities at the Senior 
level has seen him guide many students through their 
VCE in his specialist areas of Legal Studies and Australian 
History. Many will have lasting memories of visits to Barwon 
and Castlemaine Prison or Sovereign Hill as co-curricular 
opportunities outside of the classroom with Mr McCallum.  
 
 
He has also set a great example in the past for the rest of us, 
in his commitment to sustainability and a healthy lifestyle by 
jumping on his bike and commuting to and from Clonard - he 
hopes to return to this two-wheel mode of transport once 
school resumes. Great work, Mr McCallum!

 
Faces of Clonard       //       Mademoiselle Najat Baqtatouche
Mademoiselle Baqtatouche or Najat as she is affectionately known is 
one of our French language teachers and currently teaches French at 
every year except Units 1 & 2. Najat is also the Year 8P Wellbeing teacher.  
 
Najat moved to Australia in 2006 from Lyon, France and began 
teaching at Clonard in 2008 bringing her language, culture, 
passion and experience of everything French to the classroom.  
Najat loves nothing more than celebrating French National 
pride and all things French during our language days/activities 
in Year 7 and 8. Sharing her culture and language not only 
enlightens our students but fills Najat with pride and privilege.  

Outside of the classroom, Najat is a member of Alliance Française de 
Geelong an organisation promoting French in Geelong
and is an avid circus and aerial performer! Merci, Mademoiselle 
Baqtatouche. 

Faces of Clonard       //       Mr Brendan Ryan
Brendan Ryan has been a member of the teaching staff at Clonard for 13 years. In that time, 
Mr Ryan has played a central role teaching in the English, Humanities and Religion subject areas 
and has also held the role of Debating Coordinator. Mr Ryan’s passion lies in the teaching of 
English, particularly introducing students to the power of books, encouraging them to read and to 
appreciate the wonder of reading. 
In his time at Clonard, Mr Ryan has experienced the privilege of accompanying students to our 
partnership Indigenous community of Ampilitawatja and notes this as one of his highlights at 
Clonard. However, working with students and being surprised and enthralled by the different ways 
that students learn is the greatest gift.
Outside of Clonard, Mr Ryan has just released his 7th book, a memoir. Walk Like a Cow: One of 

ten children, Ryan grew up on a dairy farm at Panmure. Walk Like a Cow explores his upbringing, the western district including his 
experiences in the Ash Wednesday bushfires, and of making the inevitable transition to life in the city. It is a memoir from someone 
who grew up in the country, but has never quite left it behind.



 
Faces of Clonard      //      Mr Ian Callahan
In celebration of Father’s Day, it would be remiss of us not to 
recognise Clonard’s Master of Dad jokes, Mr Ian Callahan.
Mr Callahan has been a teacher at Clonard for eighteen years, 
teaching in the specialist area of mathematics. 

Mr Callahan’s sound knowledge and wealth of effective teaching 
strategies in the area of mathematics ensures all students 
are positioned for success, particularly in the senior levels. 
His dedication to understanding every student’s strengths, 
weaknesses and developing rapport across a cohort is evident 
in the respect and fondness Clonard students past and present 
have for him. 

Mr Callahan’s most enjoyable roles at Clonard include being 
a classroom teacher, a diving judge at the House Swimming 
Carnival and goal umpire during the Staff Vs Students AFL match. 
Outside of school, Mr Callahan enjoys fishing, traveling, football 
at Bell Park, spending time with his family and especially in his 
role as Pa. Happy Father’s Day, Cal!

Faces of Clonard      //      Mrs Tania Anticev
As a relief teacher, Mrs Anticev began at Clonard in 2008 joining the 
Dream Team of teachers who for one year established a temporary 
Year 8 campus at the former St Anthonys Church and Primary School 
site in Hamlyn Heights. This was to make way for the current Year 7 
building to be constructed. The class of 2012 will have many fond 
memories!
Since officially joining Clonard in 2010, Mrs Anticev has held numerous 
positions including coordinating roles at Years 7, 8, 11, 12, VCE, 
Careers, Student Leadership and currently as our School Improvement 
Leader for Wellbeing. In her role, Mrs Anticev works within a distinct 
team to lead the strategic intentions of the College to positively 
impact outcomes in student learning, engagement, and wellbeing. 

As well as this, Mrs Anticev is the College’s resident Business 
Management teacher who has supported the growth and learning of 
many students as they have completed their studies and in many cases 
provided strong foundations for the enterprising and small business 
operations that former students have established. Mrs Anticev’s 
favourite memories include Year 7 and 8 camps and the amazing 
collaborative work and relationships built with student leaders.

 
Faces of Clonard      //      Sarah Ellmer
Ms Sarah Ellmer has been a part of the Clonard College community for 
some time as a student, Old Collegian and currently as a teacher. In her 
7th year of teaching Ms Ellmer leads the Food Studies team, teaching 
VCE and Year 10 Food Studies, Year 10 PreCAL and is also the Year 11 
Wellbeing and Community Assistant.

Ms Ellmer oversees the planning, curriculum and running of the Food 
Studies kitchens at all year levels. Ms Ellmer is also a keen Finian House 
representative and actively supports Finian House leaders at House 
events and assemblies throughout the year. 

In her role as WELCOM Assistant, Ms Ellmer works together with the 
Year 11 WELCOM Leader, Justine Fitzpatrick. ‘I am really enjoying 
working with the team of teachers we have this year. Following the 
Year 11 students up from Year 10 is fantastic because we worked hard 
last year to establish great relationships with the cohort and now 
we can continue for those to grow. This has always been one of the 
best things about Clonard since my time as a student and now a staff 
member. Community and relationships’.



CLASS OF 199O
Whilst the class of 1990 was busy 
with their heads down completing 
Year 12, many may have gone the 
whole way through six years of 
schooling not realising one of their 
classmates had their mum working 
in the Audio-Visual department 
in the Library, Mrs Erica Wiener. 
 
Since leaving Clonard in 2008, after 
almost 25  years in the library, I am 
enjoying life as a retiree in Queensland.
I’ve had many memorable adventures, 
both abroad and within Australia - 
rafting down the Colorado River, flying 
in helicopters over the Grand Canyon, 
Fiji Islands and the Great Barrier Reef, 
sailing the coast of Alaska, and my 
favourite, para-sailing in Port Douglas. 
Floating high in the sky attached 
only to a 150 metre rope behind 
a small boat, was breathtaking. 
 
I learnt to play lawn bowls here in Qld, 
and joined 4 Clubs, so was bowling 
4-5 days in a week. I was elected 
President of one club, then went on 
to be a committee member of the 
district, helping organise competitions 
between over 20 clubs in our area.  

I am a proud grandmother of 5 and their 
partners, and great grandmother of 2. 
I now live with my daughter and son-
in-law in inner Brisbane, and fill what’s 
left of my day knitting for premature 
babies; soft toys, dolls and winter 
woollies for the two Great-grandies. 

Life is what you make it, and I have 
been blessed and am truly thankful 
for mine. I often think to myself 
“Here but for the grace of God go I” 
when I read of turmoil elsewhere.  

Keep safe and God Bless
Erica Wiener



eriCA Wiener And roSie SPArKS, ClASS oF 2011

JUlie WhelAn, don lyne And eriCA Wiener, 2007

GABrielle tolAn, ritVA FAZio, eriCA Wiener, mArG PhelAn And roSemAry mCCoy



Connie Celi and Sandra Trupkovic

Djana Benedict, Connie Celi, Maria Lecchino, Sandra Trupkovic, Angie Domico



CLASS OF 1990: 
Angie Domico, Maria Lecchino, Djana Benedict, Nevia Jefferies, Kelly Robinson, Belinda Shaw,  
Tamsin Richards, Dionne Crichton, Jenny Sells, Liz Gulli, Sandra Tropkovic, Connie Celi

Kelly Robinson, Jenny Sells, Belinda Shaw, Nevia Jefferies



CAREER PROFILES
Samantha Guiney   //   Graduate Year: 1996

After Clonard I took a gap year to work full time in a law firm where 
I gained administration and office skills. VCE was intense, I really 
needed a break from study and wanted to earn some money. I 
moved to Melbourne and attended the University of Melbourne 
to complete a Bachelor of Science. These were the days before the 
internet, artificial intelligence and virtual reality so science was very 
different back then. I majored in statistics and psychology because 
I loved the structure and logic of numbers as well as learning about 
human behaviour. 
Currently, I am working as a data analyst in the Marketing division at 
Deakin University. I love being able to work with data and help inform 
decisions based on what I find. Working in Market research is so 
rewarding, you become an essential link between what consumers 
want and what businesses offer. I think of myself as being a type 
of translator, turning numbers into something meaningful that can 
make a difference. You need to be able to think critically, have a keen 
eye for detail, be able to work as part of a team and communicate 
effectively. It’s a great career for someone who is naturally curious.  
My love for science began with Miss Gabrielle Tolan! 

She made science so much fun. Her enthusiasm and ability to explain really tricky concepts gave me the confidence to 
follow it right through to VCE where I studied biology, chemistry, maths methods and physics. Studying STEM gives you 
excellent transferable skills in reasoning, problem-solving, critical thinking and communicating complex information.  
 
Advice for Clonard students: So many jobs available now were not even conceived of when I was at Clonard. The world changes so 
rapidly, which creates new opportunities that you can’t necessarily plan for ahead of time. Having a good breadth of skills and being 
able to adapt those in different environments is really important. I believe having the right mindset and being resilient will get you 
further than a final grade can alone.

Amanda LaBonte   //   Graduate Year: 1992

After graduating from Clonard I went to RMIT to study Business 
Law. This was after the advice from my parents and teachers to 
get something “sensible” behind me before I pursue my love of 
acting. I lasted 6 weeks and quit the course, just before the HECS 
cut-off thankfully. I spent the rest of the year working in a retail job, 
saving some money and doing a little bit of travel around Australia. 
I auditioned for drama courses in September of 1993 and started 
at Ballarat University in 1994, this time studying Performing Arts.

Currently, I am an actor in Harry Potter and the Cursed Child. I am 
in the ensemble, and understudy for the roles of Ginny Potter, 
Professor McGonnagal and Professor Umbridge. I also run an 
independent theatre company called Essential Theatre which has 
just completed its 18th year of touring Shakespeare to vineyards 
across Australia. And lastly, I am a proud mum of my two sons, they 
are 16 & 11.

Unfortunately, Drama wasn’t offered in VCE way back then however 
I was lucky enough to have a brilliant English Literature teacher, 
Mrs Myers, who ignited my love of language and Shakespeare. 
 
Advice for Clonard students: Follow your heart – your instincts are 
always right. And if you are not certain, take some time. I think 
there is a lot of pressure to know what you want very early on 
and to go to University. Tackling a degree is a huge commitment, 

financially and personally, so I think it’s best to wait until you 
really know what you want before taking on something. When 
you can combine your passion with your work it is incredibly 
rewarding and satisfying. 



Haziel Rodil    //   Graduate Year: 2010 

After Clonard I studied Chemistry and continued to study chemistry 
uAfter Clonard I went straight into university and commenced 
a Bachelor of Arts at Deakin, Waurn Ponds. Towards the end 
of my first year however, I decided that I really wanted to be a 
Psychologist, based on my enjoyment of the psychology subjects 
that I did. I transferred into a Bachelor of Psychology, completing 
this in 2014 which included an honours year. I then took a year off 
due to illness but when I got better, I applied for a Masters course in 
psychology, getting admitted after 3 attempts! Whilst studying my 
Masters, I landed a job as a teacher aide as I had experience as a 
disability support worker for a number of years during my studies. 
My Masters course didn’t work out, unfortunately, as I realised I had 
more of a passion for the education field! 

Currently, I am still working as a teacher aide. I am about to embark 
on some more study at Deakin, and this time I will be completing a 
mathematics major so that I can later enrol in a Master of Secondary 
teaching where I can work towards a qualification to teach both 

psychology and maths. I’ve been reflecting on my time doing maths in high school and how much I enjoyed it, which has definitely 
helped me to arrive at the decision to pursue a pathway teaching mathematics.

Advice for Clonard students: Please don’t put too much pressure on yourselves, especially in VCE if that’s the pathway you’re 
taking. Also, school can be very stressful towards the pointy end so please please please talk to someone you trust if you’re feeling 
overwhelmed! 

Jess Gallagher    //   Graduate Year: 2007 
 
After Clonard I studied a Bachelor of Law/Arts at Deakin University 
but after my first year, I realised law wasn’t my passion (despite 
absolutely loving VCE Legal Studies with Mr McCallum). I moved to 
Victoria University and began studying a Bachelor of Education, I 
even did one of my placements at Clonard! After graduating I spent 
a few years teaching in Victoria before I craved something different, 
packed up, and headed off to the Northern Territory in 2015. I 
spent 5 years as a teacher and principal in the remote community, 
Ampilatwatja.
 
I’m currently living in Darwin and completing a Master of Education 
in TESOL through Australian Catholic University. Next semester I’ll 
be working in the DoE office as a Wellbeing & Behaviour Advisor. 
At Clonard, it wasn’t so much the subjects, but rather the teachers 
and the experiences at Clonard that led me to where I am now. The 
opportunity to visit Ltyentye Apurte (Santa Teresa) in Year 9 certainly 
had a significant impact on my life, as did Megan Evans and Michelle 
Brodrick’s passion for Indigenous Education.
 
Advice for Clonard students: Make the most of all that comes your 
way and truly cherish your Clonard years, you are so lucky to be a 
part of such a supportive and nurturing environment.
 
 

Get involved  
Nothing excites us more than finding out what our Old Collegians are up to!  
 
Not only does it provide for chatter and pride amongst staff but the knowledge, wisdom and confidence 
that it imparts on our current students is not to be underestimated. We want to hear from you - no matter 
your experience, journey or employment sector. Visit the following link to register your interest and we will 
be in touch! https://tinyurl.com/y5jdhsjj 

National Reconciliation Week message: Always seek knowledge, 
educate yourself and get out there. Build relationships with 
your local co-op and share what you learn with your friends 
and family. Reconciliation is everyone’s business. This week I 
encourage you to read Stan Grant, watch In My Blood It Runs, 
listen to Thelma Plum, follow Brooke Blurton, buy from Clothing 
the Gap and explore https://ampilatwatja.com/

https://tinyurl.com/y5jdhsjj 
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It’s actually really hard to believe that 
I graduated from Clonard College 
20 years ago! It honestly feels like 
yesterday. After graduation, I had 
no idea what I wanted to do or who I 
wanted to be. After completing Year 
12 one thing I knew for sure, was that 
I didn’t want to study again (or so I 
thought). I didn’t apply for university 
for the following year. Instead, I worked 
part-time in a local retailer for 12 
months and then took on a full-time 
role within the same organisation. I very 
quickly stepped up to a management 
role, managing one of the retail stores. 
I loved retail and meeting new people 
daily, which suited my personality 
(as Clonard teachers will remember 
me as the student who loved to talk).  
 
I loved retail so much that I returned 
to the classroom as an adult learner 
to study a Certificate IV in Retail 
Management. This is where my passion 
for adult learning began! I went on to 
further my studies and complete a 
Diploma of Visual Merchandising at The 
Gordon TAFE. Upon completion of this 
course, I was given an opportunity to go 
on a student study tour to NEW YORK 
CITY! ABSOLUTELY AMAZING!!! This 
is where my passion for travel began 
and it has taken me back to America 
many times since then. I continued to 
work full-time during my studies, and 
I put the skills I was learning in the 
classroom to practice in the workplace. 
Once I finished my VM diploma, I 
loved what I was doing, but I had an 
urge that I wanted to study again.  

 
 
So I enrolled in Certificate IV in Training 
and Assessment. It was studying this 
course that I had a lightbulb moment. 
THIS IS IT! This is what I want to do! I 
want to be a Trainer and Assessor for 
adult learners. Once I completed this 
qualification, I landed a role at genU 
Training as one of the short course 
trainers. I can honestly say I love what 
I do! I meet new people, I talk all day 
long and I teach people new skills.  
 
One of the short courses I train is 
‘Confidence In Me’. It’s one of my 
favourites, as I help people overcome 
any confidence barriers they might be 
facing in their day-to-day lives. On the 
last day of the course, I love watching 
my class leave the classroom as I see 
them walk a little taller and smile a lot 
more. It completely fills my heart to 
witness the transformation of my adult 
learners. Life is a constant journey, not 
a destination. Fall asleep each night 
with a dream, wake with a purpose 
and live each day with intention. 
 
Yvonne Wells, Class of 2000







CLASS OF 2000: 
Dianne Swindells, Alyda Van Ingen, Yvonne Roberts, Melanie Andonovski, Leah Eddy, Elizabeth Breen, Sherry Green,  
Allyson McKinlay, Amanda Brook, Melissa Donaldson, Daniela Pantano, Melissa Gubic, Greer Haintz & Arto



ONE YEAR ON
Maggie Evans     //    Class of 2019
 
After leaving Clonard, I intended on studying a Bachelor of 
Entertainment Business Management at University, however, I soon 
discovered that the course wasn’t for me. I deferred from Uni with 
the intention to travel abroad and discover more about myself and 
the world after school. Unfortunately, due to Covid, I wasn’t able to 
travel at all this year. I decided to work full time at a cafe, which I 
was soon offered management at. I plan on travelling soon, once it 
is allowed.
 

The transition from school has been less frightening than I 
imagined. I settled into both University and full-time work quite 
easily this year. The hardest part is probably friendships, as 
you don’t see your friends daily at school anymore. It becomes 
a responsibility, in a sense, to maintain those friendships 
you formed and continue to grow them in your spare time. 

 
 

Reflecting on my time at Clonard, without most of my teachers, and their advice, I don’t know who or where I would be today. The staff 
at Clonard are amazing. They not only educate you on the subjects but teach you important life lessons.
 
Hopes for the future: Since leaving school, I have had many different career ideas, however, I have not found one that I love. In the 
near future, I hope to travel the world and engage with new cultures, and by doing that I will hopefully discover more about myself 
and where I belong.

Racheal Nicholson    //   Class of 2019

After leaving Clonard I began applying for electrical apprenticeship positions. 
Currently, I am working as a first year apprentice at Engie and I’m enjoying it 
immensely! I am also renting out a house with two other people. I feel super grown 
up!

The transition from school to work has at times been very stressful. I’ve been slightly 
overwhelmed by all the changes that are going on in my life but with the help and 
support from my friends and largely my family, I believe I can do anything.

Hopes for the future:
To become an A grade electrician and discover what I want to do for myself (work for 
myself, stay with a company).
  

Chloe Virgona   //   Class of 2019

After leaving Clonard I applied and was successful in getting a job in the Hairdressing 
Industry. Currently, I am doing a three year apprenticeship at Impressions in Hair 
Highton and loving it.

The transition from school to work was a bit stressful at first getting to know new 
things and changes but with the help of family and friends and my work colleagues 
they have made me feel so welcome and my work is like my second home. Doing 
VCAL and being able to do a work placement when I was at Clonard has helped me 
a lot as I had done a work placement in the Hairdressing Industry, so I was aware of 
what to expect.

Hopes for the future:
To become a fully qualified hairdresser and expand on my knowledge and skills.



Trinsa Raine    //   Class of 2019
 
After leaving Clonard, I began my double degree in Law and Cyber Security 
at Deakin. Currently, I am working on starting my own small business, selling 
crocheted items and other handmade goods.

The transition from school to work and University has been bumpy. There are 
lots of challenges you face and learn to overcome with time. Having studied 
Legal Studies at Clonard helped with my Law studies and the leadership positions 
definitely helped with getting work and facilitating life in many aspects.

Hopes for the future:
To have my business up and running as a side hustle until I finish my degree and 
can get a position at the ADF working in Cyber Defence.

 

Mez Filipovic    //   Class of 2019
After leaving Clonard I started working more hours at Woolworths and became 
a supervisor, as well as this I started studying full-time at Deakin in a Bachelor of 
Occupational Therapy. 

The transition from school to work and University has been easy for me. I enjoyed 
Clonard a lot and will never forget the experiences and lessons it has given me 
and taught me. Every subject and class I participated in has had an impact but life 
out of high school is great and I am enjoying learning and growing as a person and 
being able to find who I am within and forming new friendships and bonds with 
people. 

Hopes for the future: I hope I will be able to graduate as an OT and become one full 
time, as well as try and move up the ranks at my current job. Apart from my career, 
I hope to succeed in myself and grow as a person to become the best I can be.

Mackenzie Abbey   //   Class of 2019
 
After leaving Clonard I took half a year off to work and save 
my money while still training in dance to be able to go dance 
professionally in America at both Universal Studios and Disneyland. 
Due to the situations last year, that dream was not possible, so 
halfway through 2020, I decided to apply for University. Due to my 
ATAR score, I was just short on getting into the course I wanted so I 
decided to pathway my way into University.

Currently, I am studying for a Diploma of Educational Studies at 
Australian Catholic University (ACU) but at the start of the year 
my transfer has been successful and I am officially enrolled in the 
Bachelor of Early Childhood and Primary Education at ACU. The 
transition from school to work was relatively easy as I have been 
working through the years while being a student at Clonard. The 
transition from school to university for me was hard as I didn’t have 
someone to help me to understand the ways of the University as we 
weren’t allowed to go to the open days. This aside, all the classes 
and teachers were amazing and they helped with my studies a lot 
along the way.

My time at Clonard was truly one that I will never forget. I have 
made so many memories and good friends that I still see every week 
not only from Clonard but from St Joseph’s as well. The subjects that 
I chose at Clonard were subjects that I enjoyed and that I felt would 
help me in deciding what area I wanted to teach when I become a 
teacher in the future.

Recently we caught up with the Class of 2019 to hear about what they have 
been up to since leaving Clonard. 
 

Hopes for the future: 
That I can graduate to become a Primary School teacher so that 
I can help children grow to the best of their abilities not only in 
their schooling but in their confidence and everyday life. Apart 
from my career, I would love to always be happy and healthy, 
doing the things I love, surrounded by the people who truly 
make my life special.

https://tinyurl.com/y5jdhsjj 
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My name is Lauren Hughes (Thompson), 
a graduate of Clonard’s best class: 
2010 - I am biased of course! Upon 
completing Year 12, I packed up my life, 
sadly leaving my family and friends, and 
have been on an adventure ever since!  
 
Moving first from Torquay to the 
Northern Beaches of Sydney to study 
Contemporary Vocals, I completed 
one year of studies, not only learning 
how much I could achieve in my first 
year out of home but also finding a 
life partner along the way, my now 
husband of seven wonderful years. 
 I have moved many many times, 
including from Sydney to Noosa, 
Queensland in 2013 to help plant a 
church. After three sunny, hard working 
years in Noosa we moved back to Sydney 
so that my husband could complete his 
degree in Cinematography at AFTRS. 
 During this time I spent 4 years working 
for Specsavers as an Optical Assistant, a 
fantastic company and a very rewarding 
career. We enjoyed our life in Sydney 
but the ‘busyness’ and fast pace 
always dominated our every move. 
 
 As the dream of adventure was still in our 
hearts, we decided to pack up and sell 
everything we owned, leaving Australia 
in May 2019 for Los Angeles. We spent 
three months fitting out a camper van 
and exploring California. We crossed the 
border to Canada in August 2019 and 
have embarked on the exciting journey 
of a Working Holiday Visa in Canada, 
basing ourselves in beautiful Banff.  
 
Throughout this time we were 
extremely fortunate to travel to 
Toronto, Edinburgh in Scotland and 
Accra in Ghana to film a documentary 
for our church. Being able to travel the 
world and meet the most incredible 
people along the way has been such 
a highlight in my years since my 
schooling. I do believe being fortunate 
enough to take part in the French Trip to 
France through Clonard in 2008 began 
the journey of building confidence in 
myself and all important life experience. 
 
 
 
  

I do tend to compare myself to others 
in my year level as perhaps I did not 
use my ATAR score as best as I could 
have (i.e I didn’t use it at all). One thing 
I learned through my time at Clonard 
though, is that it is more about what 
is on the inside. You are championed 
to do what makes you happy, to lead 
a life that brings fulfilment and for 
all of us, happiness means different 
things. Clonard is a beautiful, safe place 
where you are always encouraged to 
be the best version of you that you 
can be. We are called to be women of 
‘kindness, strength and hope’. To be 
women who are caring, aware of others 
and making a difference in our world. 
People always tell you that your high 
school years are some of the best 
years of your life, and I absolutely 
do agree. There is a beautiful world 
out there, but more so there are 
incredible people you find along 
the way and it is the relationships 
you make that truly stay with you. 
 
Lauren Hughes, Class of 2010
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It’s been ten years since graduating 
from Clonard, and this year would have 
been our reunion- which I know many 
of the girls had pencilled into their cal-
endar. Although our evening wasn’t 
able to go ahead, I’ve been reflecting 
on the last decade and what I might 
‘cherry-pick’ as a few moments that 
I’d highlight as the most special and  
exciting to share.
 
To begin, I’ve been working in  
Educational Leadership at Mernda 
Central P-12 College. My parents are 
both educators and being witness to 
the relentless volume of work they 
do, the last place I thought I’d find my-
self is teaching in a school. I genuinely 
love what I do, though I don’t believe 
I ever intended on teaching- I sup-
pose I just ‘fell’ into it. Working with 
young people is so fun, rewarding and 
entertaining… every day is different 
and every day goes unbelievably fast.  
 
There is still a lot of travelling I’d love 
to do, namely- eating my way through 
Europe. I’ve been lucky enough to go 
snorkelling in the Great Barrier Reef 
and spend Christmas in New York. Vis-
iting Mexico City however was one of 
the more notable experiences. A must-
see is Diego Rivera’s mural in The Na-
tional Palace. If you look closely, you 
can spot Frida. I am certain Ms Davies 
will appreciate this, if my memories 
of VCE Studio Arts serve me correctly. 
 
Painting is something I still enjoy from 
time to time, since Clonard. Although 
this is purely as a hobby and totally not 
to a professional ‘people pay money for 
my art and put it in their home’ standard. 
 

 
 
 
 
Last year I married Bobby at St Patrick’s 
Cathedral in East Melbourne. It was a 
stormy and humid Derby Day. We had a 
great big celebration with lots of danc-
ing, family and food; I’m looking for-
ward to defrosting the top tier of the 
cake in a few months’ time (following 
anniversary traditions) as I don’t recall 
trying a piece of it on the actual night! 
 
Bobby was born in Macedonia, so we 
decided to incorporate elements of 
both of our families’ traditions into 
our wedding (picture dancing in big 
circles and a seriously loud band). 
 
Right now, I’m about 467 internet 
browser tabs, two spreadsheets and 
one slightly unrealistic Pinterest board 
into the renovation plans for our new 
home. I’m certain this will keep me very 
occupied over the next year or so, along 
with enjoying the company of my family, 
friends, and absolutely adorable nieces 
and nephew. Thank you for taking the 
time to read- from an old collegian. 

Alexandra Janceski, Class of 2010
 

AleXAndrA’S ArtWorK





LETTERS OF SUPPORT
Welcome to the club of Old  
Collegians! 
Bree Gorman, Class of 1998

I’m sure you will be awesome, 
you are a Clonard girl after all! 
Alexandra Janceski, Class of 
2010

I feel so lucky to still be a part of 
the Clonard community, and I 
hope that you will feel the same. 
Whenever I meet someone who 
also went to Clonard there is a 
sense of pride of being an Old 
Collegian, and we have great 
memories to share – no matter 
what year we graduated!  
Katherine Kvant, Class of 2013

Rest assured your years at 
Clonard will hold you in good 
stead. The motto of “Strength 
and Kindliness” is admirable and 
should be pursued. More than 
25 years on, I don’t see my old 
high school friends very often. 
But I am proud of each one of 
them. Not because of their jobs 
or their academic pursuits but 
because of the people they 
have become. 

They are people who care about 
people and the world we live in. 
I truly believe the environment 
of Clonard encouraged that 
behaviour and the pursuit of 
justice for all.  
Bryanna Borg, Class of 1993

Clonard has provided me with 
solid grounding. Moments that I 
reflect on as turning points in my 
self-awareness and confidence 
which have supported me 
through my career and home 
life. I hope that you can take 
away the same from your 
experience at Clonard.  
Chivonne Hollis, Class of 1996

When you leave those gates for 
the final time, the most precious 
thing Clonard will have given 
you, the inestimable thing you 
will discover is not everybody 
has been gifted alongside their 
schooling is the lens of social 
justice and care for others you 
will find within yourself. 
Kate Wilson, Class of 2009

The world is waiting and ready 
for another confident and 
capable Clonard Collegian!  
Amanda LaBonte, Class of 1992

You have a world of opportunity 
ahead of you and I hope that 
you have learned the same 
values and skills that I am so 
grateful to have learned in my 
time at Clonard. Use them well.  
Katherine Rochfort, Class of 
2007/2008

I know that all the years you 
have spent at Clonard will serve 
you in good stead as you strive 
for excellence in whatever lies 
ahead.  
Anna Korczynski, Class of 1997

The Clonard community and the 
Old Collegians are always there 
for you – to help when needed 
and where possible and to 
support you.  
Ilona Virag, Foundation student 
and Class of 1961

While you might look back in 
10 years and think ‘Why did we 
learn trigonometry? I am never 
going to use that!?’, the values 
of strength and kindliness will 
stay with you forever.  
Bree Davis, Class of 2001

I feel proud to be and Old 
Clonard Collegian and one day 
you will look back on this time 
and shake your head at how 
fast the years went and think of 
the memories and friends you 
made at Clonard.  
Deanna Zacek, Class of 1983

I’ve realised in retrospect it’s a 
privilege to be a Collegian and 
now I’m proud to be an Old 
Collegian.  
Jacquelyn Chantelle Higgins, 
Class of 2001



During the lockdown of 2020, we reached out to our Old Collegian community to see if they were 
willing to show their support to the Class of 2020 as they returned to school in the weeks prior to 
exams. We were blown away by the outpouring of support and the many letters that arrived in our 
inboxes. Sharing the messages with this cohort made their return to school a positive one, knowing 

they were part of something much bigger - the Clonard community.  We thank YOU!

From experience, you will never 
stray too far from the Clonard 
years. They will determine to 
a large extent the person you 
become. Among my best friends 
are the girls I met at Clonard. 
We spent our formative years at 
Clonard College, Geelong. We 
will wear this like a second skin 
to which much is added over 
the years. 
Mary Delaney, Class of 1964

The Clonard motto “Fortiter Et 
Suaviter” is something that has 
stayed with me in my life through 
adversity and encouraged 
me to strive for what I want to 
achieve.  
Jody Smith, Class of 1989

You will not realise this yet but 
your time at Clonard has given 
you a set of values that I think 
you will hold close as I have. I 
found the social justice aspect 
of Clonard has influenced 
what my values are today. It’s 
about - how can we help right 
the injustices and help those 
in need. We – You can make a 
difference.  
Katarina Persic, Class of 1989

I hope you will leave Clonard 
with many happy memories and 
friends you will keep forever. I feel 
lucky to say this was the case 
for me and whenever I hear our 
year 12 song “girls just wanna 
have fun” I smile and sing along.  
Rebecca Greaves, Class of 
2001

I am a foundation student of 
Clonard, way back in 1956. I 
was never a top student, never 
the best sporting student, but 
quiet in manner and personality. 
Clonard taught me to try, to try 
my best no matter what and I 
still do.  
Carlene Bolden, Foundation 
student

I’ve been able to reflect on how 
I came to work in a field that 
is challenging, murky, yet so 
damn rewarding. I’ve come to 
the conclusion that it was the 
support of Clonard which made 
me believe that I could achieve 
anything, be anything and 
recover from any challenges I 
faced. 
Kat Baulch, Class of 1999

One of the best things about 
being an Old Collegian is that 
even after high school, you will 
always belong to a community 
of strong women. I’m proud 
to be a part of a community 
that has amazing women like 
yourself. 
Sarah Firth, Class of 2007 

My fellow Old Collegians are with 
you every step of the way. We 
always will be here if you need 
us. If you ever need to reach 
out we will happily assist you 
and you will be surprised how 
many of us you come across 
throughout your journey.  
Sheryne Price, Class of 2002

During my time at Clonard, 
I learnt to be strong, to have 
passion, to be independent. But 
I also learnt that I need to be 
kind, to be welcoming and to be 
empathetic. I have taken these 
values and consistently applied 
them to both my professional 
and personal lives.  
Ellen Carter, Class of 2012

Clonard is a truly remarkable 
place, and a community that 
you will always belong to no  
matter how many years it has 
been since you graduated. 
Rosa Napoli, Class of 2011

Eight years on, I still hold the 
memories that I have of my time 
at Clonard close to my heart.  
Tayla Fitzsimmons, Class of 
2012
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My name is Stephanie Simpson, 
College Co-captain and graduate of 
Clonard College in 2010. I chose to 
move straight into university to study a 
Bachelor of Nursing & Applied Science  
(majoring in Psychology) at Deakin, 
only to find that I was not enjoying the 
psychology side of my degree. After a 
bit of mucking around sorting out the 
subjects that I needed to complete, 
I finally graduated with a Bachelor 
of Nursing, and through a brutal  
application process, landed myself a  
Graduate position at Werribee Mercy 
Hospital.
   
I worked there for 10 months and left 
early to accept a position at St John 
of God Hospital, in Geelong, where I 
was born! I am currently working in 
the Emergency Department, which is 
challenging me every day. I think the 
ED and I are a perfect fit. I always aspire 
to work with ‘strength and kindliness’ 
when I am caring for the most 
vulnerable. I am extremely proud of 
what I do when I am at work, and I am 
blessed to work with some true angels. 
 
When I was 21, I got engaged to a farmer 
(who wanted a wife) and lived on a big 
farm just out of Geelong. I loved the 
sheep, my motorbike and my gumboots, 
but before the big day, I decided to 
trade him in for a puppy! Samba is 
now 2 years old and a very spoilt girl.  
 

I have been lucky enough to travel to 
some beautiful places in Australia and 
overseas since graduation. I followed 
my siblings, Ali (2016 Clonard graduate) 
and Jesse, to Blackpool for the world’s 
greatest Ballroom & Latin dance  
competition, then toured London and 
Paris. I have been to Thailand and 
Singapore which is one of the most 
beautiful places ever! Our family has a 
strong love for dance, and throughout 
my nursing career I have taught many 
‘first-dance’ routines for couples getting 
married, and I still teach the occasional 
Debutante Ball. They are so much fun! 
 
After a few big life changes, I am happy 
with where I am, but I am always  
striving to be better. I am currently 
planning to build my own home (and 
finally move out of mum and dad’s 
house… again!) and perhaps go back 
to university to study something else! 
Since Clonard I have learned that I 
need to sprinkle my life with things I 
love, and they are my family, friends, 
Samba, CrossFit, painting, and eating 
out! We all need outlets to relieve the 
stressors we put into our bucket so 
that we don’t spill over. Stay strong, 
stay kind, and enjoy the journey! 
 
Stephanie Simpson, College C0-Captain 
and Class of 2010.







CLASS OF 2010:  
Sarah Goegan, Rebecca Ciccarelli, Rebecca Thierry, Mahnee Cooke, Lucy Sheahan, Maria Polyzos 
Natasha Gillett, Adele Barr, Andrea Cameron, Alicia Murray



IN THE MEDIA









FAREWELL
Christine Grigg
Chris has a very long career at Clonard to celebrate, having notched up 37 years 
as a teacher of Health, PE and RE. After Chris migrated to Geelong she found 
work here at Clonard, teaching Health and PE. Many students over many years 
remember Chris fondly as a teacher who worked hard to get them physically 
active but who cared about their wellbeing before it was so fashionable to do so.  
 

Her students also remember her as a legendary Year 7 homeroom 
teacher who always encouraged them to take responsibility for their 
actions and for their learning and to take leadership in the classroom.  

Chris was also instrumental and central to our involvement 
in many, many inter-school sporting teams, while she has 
also led and supported the house sporting activities as well.  

 
Some years ago, Chris introduced the subject SportsFun to years 9 and 10 and, over 
the years, many students have benefitted from teaching team sport to primary 
school students- most often at Hamlyn Banks Primary. This was a most successful 
program and a great way for Clonard to be represented in the local community.  
 
We have so much to be thankful for having Chris as such a vibrant and valued member 
of our community and we wish her well in her well-deserved retirement.



Stefanie Kunovic
After taking a year’s leave to explore another career area, Stef has indicated that she will not 
be returning to Clonard. We are really disappointed for us but very happy for her having a 
new career direction to pursue. Stef started work at Clonard in 2014 as a beginning teacher, 
employed to teach Art and RE. Despite being new to teaching, Stef soon showed students and 
the staff who worked with her that she was assured, knowledgeable and good at teaching.  
 
Her students will remember her for her interest in them, their learning and their wellbeing 
but they will also remember her interest in all things style- buildings, fashion, design and 
people. Stef proved herself a very capable visual Arts and RE teacher but she also proved to 
be an impressive wellbeing teacher, sensitively guiding and supporting the students in her 
care. She leaves a significant gap to fill at Clonard and we wish her all success on this new 
page of her working life. 

Ritva Fazio
We say a sad goodbye to Ritva who retires this year after an impressive 30 years 
of dedicated service to Clonard. Ritva came to us as a laboratory technician from 
CSIRO and quickly settled to getting our Science labs in order and preparing 
experiments with teachers. Ritva has also had extensive experience documenting 
and managing our hazardous materials registers and more generally in OH&S.  
 
We have benefited so much from her knowledge, her attention to detail and from her 
care for the labs and of the students and teachers she has worked with. What you may not 
know is that the very magazine you are reading now was produced by her in the 1990s.  
 
Many editions of Reflections exist as a record of her hard work with groups of students 
to produce a thorough and creative record of the highlights of the Clonard year. We 
thank you for that Ritva and for all the other things you have done to support our 
science and environmental programs at Clonard over these 30 years: we already feel 
your absence from the labs and from the staffroom. We wish you well and good health 
in your retirement. 

LILLIAN SPRAGUE
Lil has been with us teaching Art, Humanities 
and RE since part way through 2010 and, 
unfortunately for us, she resigned earlier this 
year to take up a job in a Melbourne school. 
We will remember her for her laugh, her great 
smile, her stylishness and for the passion she 
brought to her work and to her relationships.  
 
Being a practising artist, lil also brought that 
artistic flair and experience to her work with 
students and with staff and for that we are 
very grateful- her version of the oak tree that 
is on the graduate outcomes posters in the 
school is a ready testament to her art and 
her skill. Thank you Lil and we wish you all 
the best with your continuing career. 



OLD COLLEGIAN EVENTS
Despite the year that was, we were still able to host to two fantastic Old Collegian events. In March, before 
COVID hit we hosted an International Women’s Day High Tea and in the midst of Victoria’s lockdown, our 
College Captains reached out to some Old Collegians who were able to host online workshops with our 
entire Student Leadership Team.  

STUDENT LEADERSHIP WORKSHOP 
 
In unusual conditions, our College Captains were 
able to prepare an engaging workshop with a focus 
on the development of leadership skills and qualities, 
with the assistance of seven guest speakers who 
also double as Clonard Old Collegians. We thank 
them for their generosity, willingness and wisdom. 
 
During the workshops, one of the common themes 
discussed was the uncertainty of what to do post-
school but the experience of trying different things 
is what guided them to their place and passion. 
Keynote speaker, Emma Day was quick to point 
out that although her journey since Clonard 
sounds like one success after another it is better 
summarised as an undulating set of hills with those 
successful moments punctuated by uncertainties 
and rejections.

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY HIGH TEA 
 
High Tea where we had the privilege of being joined by Old 
Collegian and past Assistant Principal, Julie Whelan and Old 
Collegian and past College Captain, Laura Thistlethwaite.  
 
Julie and Laura have a strong alliance with the people of East Timor 
after both visiting during their time at Clonard. Their continued com-
mitment to building an equal world through volunteer commitments 
is an inspiration to us all. Their efforts, especially in ensuring educa-
tion for young girls through their work in Timor Leste, are the founda-
tion for creating gender equality.



FROM THE ARCHIVES

VALE

2021 will mark our 65th anniversary! 
 
In celebrating this milestone we are pleased to announce a part-time archivist will 
begin at the College.  
 
Our history is your stories and it is ever so important this rich history is preserved for 
the generations to come. If you have photos, memorabilia, or stories that you are able 
to share with us, please get in touch: community@clonard.vic.edu.au

We take this opportunity to remember the Old Collegians who have recently passed 
and send strength and kindliness to their friends and families.  
 

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and 
let perpetual light shine upon them.  
May they rest in peace. Amen. 
 
Colleen Carroll nee Tuddenham, Class of 1962 
Tamsyn Botha, Class of 2012 
 
 
We recognise that this list may not be accurate and ask if you have any information 
to pass on to us from 2020 or prior, please do: community@clonard.vic.edu.au




