
Year 9 Subject Descriptors 

Subject Description 

Advanced English: Yr9 In Semester One, the Year 9 Advanced English students begin with a study of William Shakespeare’s The 

Merchant of Venice. Students analyse the play to explore the  themes explored and the dramatic devices 

employed. They then used this knowledge and understanding to write their own creative adaptation of the 

play, placing it in another context. Students then practise analytical writing structure, producing a ‘TCEAL’ 

paragraph response to an essay question based on Shakespeare’s play. Students will then work on analysis 

of argument with a key focus on the function of language to produce a detailed analysis of argument essay 

as their final assessment task. 
Advanced Maths: Yr9 Students cover the following topics: Financial mathematics and the application of simple and compound 

interest to financial problems. Simplifying algebraic expressions by applying index laws. Solving problems 
involving surface area and volume for a range of prisms, cylinders and composite solids. Describing the 

results of two- and three-step chance experiments, both with and without replacements, assign 

probabilities to outcomes and determine probabilities of events.  

Advanced Science: Yr9 In Semester One, students complete units on Atomic Structure (Chemistry), the Body in Balance (Biology), 

Forces and Motion (Physics) and Evolution (Biology). They explain how similarities in the chemical behaviour 

of elements and their compounds and their atomic structures are represented in the way the Periodic Table 

has been constructed. Students use atomic symbols and balance chemical equations to represent 

reactions. They analyse how biological systems function and respond to external change. Students learn 

about how theories develop and apply geological time scales to elaborate their explanations of evolution 

and natural selection. They use both qualitative and quantitative explanations of the relationships between 

distance, speed, acceleration, mass and force to predict and explain motion. In their investigative work, 

students learn to design and carry out investigations, recording, processing, analysing, evaluating and 

communicating their results. 



Crafting Couture Crafting Couture is a dynamic and hands-on subject that immerses students in the world of fashion, textiles, 

and design beyond traditional visual arts. Students will engage in a range of creative practices including  

building machine sewing skills as well as potential in tasks such as basket weaving, jewellery making, hat 

design, upcycled fashion, and accessory creation. Through experimentation with materials and techniques, 

students will begin to develop their own unique design style. The course also introduces students to art and 

fashion history, influential artists and designers, and the integration of sustainability within contemporary 
design. Projects may include technical sewing skills, wearable art, textile trials in dying, weaving and needle 

craft, and explorations into the intersection of fashion and emerging technologies. Previous projects have 

featured the creation of clutches, hats, and custom textile pieces. 

This subject is ideally suited to students with an interest in fashion, design, or craft-based practices. It 

provides a strong foundation for further study into Art Making and Exhibiting, as well as others such as Art 

Creative Practice and Media in Years 10–12. 

Potential career pathways include fashion design, textile arts, costume design, fashion illustration, and 

sustainable design. Enrichment opportunities may include excursions to Melbourne Fashion Week, Top Arts, 

the National Gallery of Victoria (NGV), or the Australian Centre for Contemporary Art (ACCA). 

Crafting Couture invites students to turn bold ideas into innovative, artworks. 

Creative Arts: Yr9 Creative Art is a practical and creative subject that enables students to explore their ideas through a variety 

of visual art forms, including painting, sculpture, drawing, and printmaking. The subject focuses on building 

artistic skill and confidence, encouraging experimentation with materials, and nurturing the development of 

a unique visual language. This is a taster course and is suitable for students at all levels of experience and 

provides structured support to help them grow and develop as artists to build their creative processing skills. 

Students will investigate how artists from diverse cultures and historical periods communicate ideas, using 

these insights to inform and inspire their own work. Through both artmaking and critical responses to 

artworks, students will refine their personal aesthetic and develop skills in visual language. 

This subject fosters creative thinking, problem-solving, and self-expression—capabilities that are 

transferable across a broad range of future pathways. Enrichment opportunities may include excursions to 

institutions such as the National Gallery of Victoria (NGV), the Australian Centre for Contemporary Art 

(ACCA), and outdoor painting experiences. 

Creative Art provides a strong foundation for future study in VCE Art Creative Practice, as well as others such 

as Art Making and Exhibiting, Media and Visual Communication. It sets students up for a creative space 

during the rigors of VCE and supports a range of career pathways in the visual arts, design, illustration, and 

related creative industries. 



Dance: Yr9 Year 9 Dance oƯers students a dynamic and engaging introduction to the world of movement and 
performance. This subject focuses on developing technical dance skills while fostering creativity, 

collaboration, and self-expression. Students will explore a variety of dance styles and participate in 

technique classes to improve coordination, musicality, flexibility, and overall fitness. 
Through both individual and group tasks, students will develop their choreographic abilities by exploring the 

elements of dance and using movement to communicate ideas, stories, and emotions. They will study and 

analyse dances from diƯerent cultural and historical contexts, including the work of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Peoples, to understand how dance can reflect and challenge social and cultural perspectives. 

Students will learn to document, reflect on, and evaluate their own and others’ work using appropriate 
dance terminology. They will also work with production elements to enhance their performances in both 

informal and formal settings, always adhering to safe dance practices. 

This subject provides an excellent foundation for VCE Dance or VET Dance and supports future pathways in 

choreography, performance, teaching, and arts leadership. Whether students are new to dance or building 

on existing experience, Year 9 Dance builds confidence, creativity, and a love of movement. 
Digital Soundscapes Students interprete, rehearse and perform solo and ensemble pieces in a range of forms and styles on a 

variety of instruments. They demonstrate a developing personal voice and technical control, expression and 

stylistic understanding. They use general listening and specific aural skills to enhance their performance. 

Students analyse the use of the elements of music and explore characteristics and compositional devices 

from diƯerent musical styles. They apply this understanding of music making to inform and shape their own 
song writing.  

Dream Design Deliver: Yr9 VCD Dream Design Deliver at Year 9 introduces students to Visual Communication & Design  and the key stages 

of the design process, with a strong focus on research, idea generation, and refining design solutions to 
meet the needs of a target audience, purpose and context. Students explore the three major fields of 
design—Communication, Environmental, and Industrial—while developing their understanding of visual 

language and the role of design in shaping our world. 

Through both hand-drawn and digital methods, students apply techniques including 2D and 3D drawing, 

perspective drawing, rendering, and layout. They explore materials, methods and media to develop and 

present resolved design solutions. Emphasis is placed on using the Elements and Principles of Design 

eƯectively and professionally. 

Students are encouraged to think critically about how design communicates meaning, influences 
perception, and reflects cultural values, including the practices and contributions of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander designers. They analyse and evaluate visual communication designs from a range of times, 

places and design fields. 
This subject provides a solid foundation for further study in, VCE Visual Communication Design, or related 



creative industries. Ideal for aspiring graphic designers, product developers, architects, illustrators or digital 

creators, this course empowers students to shape the future through design. 

Food Studies: Yr9 Students elect to continue with Food Studies in Year 9. This is a semester-based unit. They learn about food 

alternatives, food allergies and multicultural food in Australia. Students use their developed skills around 

the design processes (investigating, generating, producing, evaluating and planning and managing) in 

technology, with a focus on food specialisations. They investigate and make judgements on how the 

principles of food safety, preservation, preparation, presentation and sensory perceptions influence the 

creation of food solutions for healthy eating. This is a practical based unit where students learn life long, 

hands-on skills in the kitchen. 

Foundation English: Yr9 Students explore the text The Road to Winter. They examine language features, themes and ideas presented 

in the text and write a short creative response. Students use analysis skills to write a text response using 

quotes to support their thinking. Students will also work on persuasive techniques examining the impact of 

persuasive features on the reader. They then create a persuasive letter about something meaningful and 

write a persuasive speech. 

Foundation Maths: Yr9 Students commence with a 'Financial Maths' unit. This included the concepts of simple interest, profit/loss 
and percentage discounts. The following unit is titled, 'Probability'. Students convert two-way tables to venn 

diagrams and learned how to convert fractions to decimals and then percentages.  In Term Two students 

start the term with the topic of 'Integers'. Adding and subtracting both positive and negative numbers were 

explored. Number lines were used to show how calculations were made. They then move onto a unit on 

'Measurement', Students are shown how to use a diagram to convert between metric units e.g. m to cms. 

They use their knowledge of area and perimeter of rectangles, squares and triangles, and circumference of 

circles, to complete a 'hands-on' construction of an actual town which included 3D shapes. 

French: Yr9 Students develop their language skills through the topics of technology, school, leisure activities, food and 

sport. They are introduced to the past tense and learn how to recognise and form this tense, while 

developing their reading, writing, listening and speaking skills.  

General Maths Students work through the strands of ‘Number and Algebra’, ‘Geometry and Measurement’ and ‘Statistics 

and Probability’. In the unit Number and Algebra, students apply the exponent laws using integer indices to 

variables and numbers, expressed numbers in scientific notation, solve problems involving very small and 
very large numbers. They also solve problems involving simple interest. In the Geometry and Measurement 

unit students are required to calculate the area of composite shapes, the surface area and volume of right 

prisms and cylinders, and related problems. In the unit ‘Statistics and Probability’ students explore the 

diƯerence between mean and median. They are able to find the mode and range in a given data set, as well 
as interpret the interquartile range.  



General Science: Yr9 Students will complete units on Body Coordination (Biology), Electric Circuits (Physics) and Atomic 

Structure (Chemistry). Students analyse how the nervous system and endocrine system respond to external 

changes. They describe how the body responds to survive and how it maintains a stable internal 

environment through homeostasis. Students explain how similarities in the chemical behaviour of elements 

and their atomic structures are represented in the way the Periodic Table has been constructed. They 

construct Bohr diagrams based on the electron configuration and explain how ions are formed to write 
chemical formulas. They explain natural radioactivity in terms of atoms and energy change. Students build 

electrical circuits to understand how electricity is used in our daily lives. Students learn to design and carry 

out investigations, recording, processing, analysing, evaluating and communicating their results. 

Georgraphy: Yr9 In Biomes and Food Security, students look at the diƯerent characteristics of biomes in a region, and the 
interconnections between food production and security for Australia and other areas of the world.  This is 

supported by studying land and resource management to achieve food security. In Geographies of 

Interconnection,  students study how perceptions of place diƯer.  They assess how places are connected 
through transportation and ICT, as well as goods and services.  A comparison of the production and 

consumption of goods in Australia and a NE Asian country is made, and how people’s choices impact on 

places. 

History: Yr9 Students explore the Industrial Revolution with a focus on child labour before moving onto the reasons for 

early settlement in Australia, the Indigenous perspective on settlement, and how the discovery of gold 

impacted on the colonies. The causes of World War One and the impact of the war on the newly federated 

nation of Australia was also examined. Students further hone their analysis of primary and secondary 

sources through interrogating their reliability and usefulness. Students continue to develop their oral 

presentation and historical writing skills. 

Indonesian: Yr9 Students will develop their language skills through the topics of travel, transport sports and hobbies. They 

will also be introduced to aƯixes and auxiliary verbs and learn how to use these to form complex sentences, 
while developing their reading, writing, listening and speaking skills. Students also have regular sessions 

with the Indonesian language assistant to develop their speaking skills. 



Introduction to Outdoor Ed: Yr9 Students are introduced to basic camping skills: planning, first aid, pitching tents, cooking and equipment 
selection.  They participate in a range of outdoor activities including mountain biking, bushwalking, 

orienteering, surfing and camping skills.   
Legal and Political Systems: Yr9 Students examine the features of Australia’s system of government including the structure of parliament and 

democratic values. They investigate then compare Australia’s liberal democracy to North Korea’s communist 

dictatorship. Students consider the process of how our parliament makes laws and how our justice system 

aims to enforce them. They explore the Victorian court structure and jurisdiction by conducting research, 

including a media analysis. 

Life Science: Yr9 Students will complete studies in the following areas: the Nervous and Endocrine Systems, Homeostasis, 

Electricity, Renewable Energy, Chemistry, and Science Literacy. The curriculum is imparted through lectures 

and discussions led by teachers, hands-on experiments, student-driven research and note-taking, 

collaborative group activities, and educational videos. 

Lights Camera Action: Yr9 In Year 9 Lights Camera Action, students engage in Media Arts through a comprehensive exploration of visual 

storytelling and media production. They analyse how values and alternative viewpoints are portrayed in 

media artworks through a detailed examination of intent, structure, setting, characters, and genre 

conventions. By evaluating both technical and symbolic elements, students gain insight into how 

representations are constructed and how social, institutional, and ethical issues influence media creation 

and distribution. 

Throughout the course, students develop the skills necessary to communicate alternative perspectives for 

diverse community and institutional contexts. They apply research, design, production, and distribution 

processes to produce media artworks, using both analogue and digital techniques. Emphasis is placed on 

developing skills with tools such as SLR cameras, Adobe software for film making, and podcast production 
to create compelling visual narratives. Additionally, students critically reflect on their work and the work of 
others, using media language and production processes to refine their artistic identity. 
This subject not only fosters technical proficiency and creative expression but also prepares students for 
future studies for VCE Media and related fields. Whether aiming for careers in filmmaking, graphic design, or 
digital content production, Year 9 Media equips students with the critical and practical skills needed to excel 

in the dynamic creative industries. 

Money and Me: Yr9 Students compare specific characteristics of diƯerent economic systems. The management of personal 
finances including banking, credit cards, budgeting and avoiding scams are also explored. Students also 
learn about good and bad debt and undertake a short research task on costs associated with buying a first 
car. Students research rights at work and give a presentation on a topic such as sexual harassment or 

disability discrimination. 



Music: Yr9 Year 9 Music is a dynamic and practical course designed for students who are passionate about music and 

ready to build their skills in performance, composition, and music analysis. Whether you sing, play an 

instrument, write your own music, or simply love listening, this course supports students in discovering and 

refining their musical identity in an inclusive and creative environment. 

Students will develop solo and group performance skills across a variety of genres and styles, while also 

learning to compose original music using digital audio workstations (DAWs) and accessible music 

technologies. Through guided listening and analysis, they’ll explore how musical elements shape mood and 

meaning in both contemporary and traditional music—including film scores and popular songs. 
A strong cultural lens supports students in engaging with the rich traditions and evolving practices of First 

Nations Australian music, helping them understand music’s role in storytelling and cultural expression. 

Collaboration and leadership are key as students take on group performance projects, and reflect on their 
development as musicians and creative thinkers. 

This course lays a solid foundation for senior music studies and provides space to grow in confidence, 
technical skill, and creative expression—whether preparing for VCE Music or VET pathways or simply 

enjoying the journey of making music. 

NexT Gen Art: Yr9 Multimedia Art This subject invites students to explore the ever-evolving landscape of contemporary art through digital and 

interactive technologies. Moving beyond traditional forms, students will engage with multimedia approaches 

to making, experimenting with digital sculpture, augmented reality, immersive installations, and interactive 

design. This course fosters creative thinking at the intersection of art, technology, and audience 

engagement. 

Students will investigate the practices of contemporary artists working with new media, exploring how 

technology can extend the boundaries of visual language and meaning. Through hands-on workshops and 

collaborative projects, students will develop skills in digital design, animation, projection, sound art, and 

coding-based interactivity, using accessible tools and platforms. 

Emphasis is placed on the development of conceptual thinking, creative problem-solving, and the role of the 

artist as an innovator in a connected world. Students will produce and present resolved artworks that 

challenge traditional notions of space, time, and viewer experience. 

This subject supports pathways into VCE Art Creative Practice, Media, and Visual Communication Design. It 

oƯers an exciting foundation for students interested in contemporary visual culture, digital storytelling, game 
design, installation art, or any future where creativity and technology converge. 



Theatre Studies: Yr9 Drama students complete a Unit on Performance Styles, workshopping their way through scripts from 

Ancient Greek Theatre, through to Comedy of Manners and Elizabethan Tragedy, to Theatre of the Absurd and 

Epic Theatre. Students were asked to present their understanding of these styles in a Research Exploration 

Task and to practically experience and look at specific dramatic elements within the styles through their 
class workshops. In these students worked on characterisation, gesture, direction and blocking, meanwhile 

building contextual meaning in performance.  They have been able to reflect on their dramatic understanding 
through OneNote in their journals.  In Term 2 students worked on specific scripts from a range of 
Performance Styles through rehearsals and towards their performance.  They performed these to an 

audience of their peers during class time.  They also attended a professional performance of “Mr Bailey’s 

Minder” at the local Woodbin Theatre and were able to respond to that with their Performance Analysis task 

which focused on dramatic elements, characterisation and performance style and choices. 

Drama Production: Yr9 and Yr10 Years 9 & 10 Drama  

Drama in Years 9 and 10 builds upon students’ prior learning to deepen their confidence, creativity, and capacity as 

emerging theatre-makers. Through collaborative and individual experiences, students refine expressive and 

performance skills, develop their understanding of dramatic styles and forms, and apply key conventions to create 

meaningful works. 

Students explore a broad range of dramatic practices—from contemporary Australian theatre to global traditions and 

the work of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples—considering how drama celebrates identity, challenges 

perspectives, and reflects diverse contexts. They analyse and interpret scripts, devise original works, and engage with 

both realistic and non-realistic performance styles. 

Opportunities to work across design areas such as set, costume, lighting, or sound encourage students to enhance 

their performances using sustainable materials and emerging technologies. Through improvisation, process drama, 

puppetry, object theatre, and ensemble-based devising, students learn to communicate ideas, build tension, and 

shape mood. 

Critical reflection is embedded throughout the course, supporting students to evaluate their own work and the work 

of others using appropriate drama terminology. Performances are shared in both informal and formal settings, 

preparing students for further study in VCE Theatre Studies and encouraging a deeper appreciation of live 

performance in contemporary society. 
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